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WHAT'S INSIDE

16

Like a set piece from the film 
Blade Runner, with eye-popping 
architecture and super freeways.

The Middle East - home to 
hospitality that has to be 
experienced to be believed.

Travellers have marveled at Egypt’s 
archaeological wonders for centuries.

SHANGHAI
SURPRISE

WHY VISIT THE 
MIDDLE EAST?

EXPERIENCE 
EGYPT

1814

20  | DISCOVER PERSIA
One of the oldest civilisations on the planet, a land of opulent mosques and 
palaces, crumbling ancient ruins and locals eager to make your acquaintance.

F E AT U R E  A R T I C L E
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A WORD FROM  Phil

Phil Hoffmann AM, 
Founder and Managing Director

WOW, Where has 2018 gone! 2018 has been the fastest year of 
my life, but it has been one of the most exciting with the launch of 
many new ships, new destinations arising and new airlines flying 
out of Adelaide with wonderful connections to all parts of the world.

The US has always been popular with Australians particularly destinations sitting 
along the west coast. With Qantas and Air New Zealand accessing new gateways like 
Dallas, Houston and now Chicago, the true tourism potential of the United States is 
becoming realised as the destinations become more easily accessible.
 
We have seen a shift in cruising, where differentiation offering greater choice (as seen 
in the hotel industry), is allowing travellers the ability to choose the kind of cruise that 
is right for them. Recognising that couples, multi-generational families, adventure and 
expedition cruisers plus active explorers seek varied experiences, the cruising industry 
has shifted to cater for all tastes.
 
We have also seen a big increase in the popularity of Croatia, as travellers flock to this 
beautiful destination. I experienced Croatia & Slovenia's charm and can thoroughly 
recommend slotting the countries onto your bucket-list, including a cruise along the 
very scenic Dalmatian Coast from Split to Dubrovnik including ports of call such as 
Hvar, Split, Vis, Korcula and Mljet.
 
Iceland, Japan, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Galapagos & Cuba are all new trending 
destinations that are becoming more visible on people’s radars. Two classic favourite 
destinations of mine – Egypt and Turkey are back in the mix again and we are seeing 
some exciting packages being revealed – watch this space!
 
At Phil Hoffmann Travel, we are very excited about what 2019/20 brings for the travel 
industry and the many incredible offers in the marketplace. Contact my experienced 
staff to fulfil your travel dreams.
 
May I take this opportunity on behalf of Ali, Peter and myself to wish you all a very 
Merry Christmas and a prosperous and healthy New Year.Visit pht.com.au for the latest in travel 

deals, news, newly released products and 
upcoming events and seminars.

stay curious
mauritius FROM $3,999*

merry
christmas
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P H T  C O N N E C T

P E O P L E  &  P L A C E S

ALL CORNERS OF THE GLOBE 
Right: A journey through India captivated our solo travellers visiting 
the 'pink city' of Jaipur, the Taj Mahal, staying at The Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel and experiencing Holi Festival.

Below: Morocco was indeed magnificent. Beautifully ornate mosques, 
mystical deserts and medieval cities bustling with souqs and medinas.

Below right: Lying at the crossroads of an intricate web of trading 
routes known for millennia as the Silk Road, our recent Five Stan’s 
journey was filled with incredible experiences like no other.
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P H T  C o n n e c t

Right: A lucky group of 
Phil Hoffmann Travel staff 

experiencing the secrets of 
Peru and the ancient city of 
the Incas - Machu Picchu.

Above: Minda Ambassador 
Phil Hoffmann along with 
PHT staff supporting the 
Minda Rock Carnival 
in rock ‘n’ roll style.

Right: Phil Hoffmann 
Travel joining in the 
festivities at the Glenelg 
Christmas Pageant.

SPECIAL 
MOMENTS
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E XOT I C  •  D I S C O V E R  •  I C O N I C
L A T E S T  N E W S ,  T R A V E L  T R E N D S  &  I N S I G H T S

The highlight of Jordan, and without 
a doubt its most popular attraction, is 
the pretty rose-red city of Petra. One of 
the most famous archaeological sites in 
the world, it is not known exactly when 
it was built but was prospering as the 
capital of the Nabataean Empire around 
the 1st century BC. By the middle of 
the 7th century it was virtually deserted 
and left to the local Bedouin. A Swiss 
explorer called Johannes Burckhardt 
rediscovered the ancient lost city in 
1812 and introduced it to the world.

As you make your way through The Siq 
- a 1.5-kilometre meandering, narrow 

gorge that forms the long road into the 
city – the impressive changing shapes 
and colours of the rock corridors are 
just a teaser for what’s to come. Nothing 
prepares you as you round the last 
corner, for the breathtaking beauty of the 
majestic Treasury building that magically 
appears before you at the end of the 
passageway. Imposing and grand, it’s 
like something out of a movie as you step 
into the archway, suddenly feeling very 
small. The detail of the carving and the 
colours of the rock leave you awestruck 
as you try to imagine how they were able 
to create such beauty with the simple 
tools they would have had at the time. 

As you wander around this incredible 
archaeological park, you will discover 
many tombs and monuments carved 
into soaring rock faces, scattered in 
amongst small green valleys and dusty 
stretches of red dirt. Strolling down 
the remains of the colonnaded street 
admiring the remnants of churches and 
temples, and walking around the garden 
and pond complex and the beautiful 
Byzantine Monastery, you can almost 
picture how impressive it would have 
been back in the day, bustling with horse-
pulled carts and busy market places.

J O R DA N  P E T R A

exotic
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exotic

N e w s  &  R e v i e w s

CHARMING IRELAND
One of the most charming countries in the world, Ireland captures the heart of all who visit 
her. From the rolling green hills and craggy cliffs tumbling into the ferocious Atlantic, to 
the stately castles with sprawling gardens and moss-drenched woodlands, the beauty of 
Ireland is undeniable. While it has no shortage of quaint villages, picturesque towns and 
breathtaking landscapes, Ireland is as popular for its spectacular scenery as it is for its 
friendly locals and entertaining pub culture. The local pub is a great place to experience 
authentic Irish hospitality and great craic with traditional music, dancing and food.

discover

Princess Cruises recently announced 
that Regal Princess will cruise 
to Australia in 2020, appearing 
alongside Majestic Princess from 
Sydney in the summer of 2020/21. 

Enjoy sweeping views from one of more 
than 1400 balconies on the impressive 
luxury ship, or stroll on the SeaWalk®, 
a glass-floor walkway extending 28 feet 
beyond the edge of the ship as you cruise 
on Regal Princess from Rome to Sydney 
over 46 magnificent nights. Departing 
Rome on 17 October 2020, cruise via the 
Middle East and Asia with plenty of sea 
days to relax and unwind.  

iconic
R E G A L  P R I N C E S S
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explore

E X P L O R E  •  D R E A M  •  U N I Q U E
L A T E S T  N E W S ,  T R A V E L  T R E N D S  &  I N S I G H T S

There are few places in this world 
with such a rare and primeval 
beauty, that to witness them 
takes your breath away. With its 
stunning and unique landscapes, 
the Arctic is one such place.

At the heart of these faraway lands, when the 

ice floes break up, when the sun no longer 

sets below the horizon and the snow-covered 

peaks shed their white mantle for a brief 

summer, you’ll discover a polar desert of ice 

and water - a world where time stands still.

Far from the usual cruise itineraries, 

we invite you to cruise in the wake of 

the great explorers who dreamt of one 

day conquering this remote region.

On board the superb mega yacht L’Austral, 

embark on a luxurious 23-day expedition 

from Kangerlussuaq, Greenland to Nome, 

Alaska across the “roof of the world” and 

the only possible shipping route between 

the Atlantic and the Pacific. Cruise from 

one port of call to the next as you discover 

the imposing Arctic landscapes aboard the 

Zodiac® dinghies or during one of the shore 

visits - always in the company of experienced 

Naturalist-Guides. Meet the Inuit people, living 

to the rhythm of the changing seasons and 

preserving their ancestral culture and way of 

life, or discover the local wildlife, lazing in the 

ice floes or playing in the wake of your ship.

On board, you’ll stay in one of 123 luxuriously 

appointed cabins and suites while enjoying 

a chic and elegant yacht-like ambiance, 

refined and personalised service, and 

mouth-watering gastronomic cuisine. 

Departing on 24 August 2019, this unique 

cruise will sell out. Cabins are available 

from $34,629 per person twin share 

in a Prestige Stateroom with Private 

Balcony. Don’t hesitate - book today to 

be a part of this legendary expedition.

N O R T H  W E S T  PA S S AG E
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unique

N e w s  &  R e v i e w s

LU X  N O R T H  M A L E  ATO L L
A uniquely exclusive paradise retreat where breezy island living meets jet-set chic, LUX* North Male Atoll is luxury beyond 

boundaries. Opening in February 2019, LUX* North Male Atoll heralds a dazzling new dawn for luxury in the Maldives 

with 67 double-storey penthouse villas, each crowned with a magnificent private Sky-Lounge overlooking your own 

private pool. Adorned with hammocks, sun-beds, swings and spots to dine - this is your personal space for play in a 

tropical island paradise. Unwind in dedicated beauty spots for tai chi and yoga or get active with world-renowned diving, 

high adrenaline water sports, private yacht voyages, tennis and beach volleyball courts.

dream

GREAT SOUTHERN 
EXPLORES NEW TERRITORY
A new train is set to launch onto Australian 
tracks late next year, embracing the 
wonders of Australia’s south-east corner, 
linking Adelaide and Brisbane for 16 
departures in its much-anticipated 
inaugural season. With options of a three-
day northbound itinerary or a four-day 
southbound itinerary, guests will have the 
opportunity to visit some of Australia’s 
icons and hidden gems. Prices start from 
$1,829* pp twin share in Gold Service, 
inclusive of onboard dining, beverages and 

Off Train Excursions. Now Open For Sale!
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N e w s  &  R e v i e w s

The Phil Hoffmann Travel Escorted 
Journeys Collection features tours to all 
corners of the globe, fully escorted from 
Adelaide, here is our latest tour release.

If your Mediterranean fantasies feature pleasant 
days by azure water in the shade of ancient 
walled towns, Croatia is the place to turn those 
dreams into stunning reality. Poised between 
the Balkans and Europe, this land has passed 
between competing kingdoms, empires and 
republics for millennia. This is a land steeped in 

history, where the gastronomy is extraordinary, 
the landscapes are peerless and the island-
speckled coast - one big attraction. Explore 
Zagreb, Opatija, Plitvice Lakes and Split, then 
board a 7-night cruise. Laze on a sun lounge, 
and if that sounds too relaxing – snorkel, swim 
and explore gorgeous towns, culminating in 
3 nights at the walled city of Dubrovnik.  

18 day 'Croatia & The Adriatic' tour 
Fully Escorted from Adelaide by a Phil  
Hoffmann Travel escort. Departs 8 Sept 2019
Prices start from $8,359* pp twin share   

group
 tour

C R O AT I A  &  T H E  A D R I AT I C
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N e w s  &  R e v i e w s

Travelling the ancient Silk Route, through 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, with a Phil 
Hoffmann Travel fully escorted tour of intrepid 
travellers was a dream come true. We 
travelled by train, plane, automobiles, Russian 
army trucks, 4WD convoys, coaches, by foot, 
boat and horse cart, through remote desert 
and mountainous regions, and walked in the 
footsteps of Persian Emperors, Alexander 
the Great and Genghis Khan. We discovered 
fertile hidden valleys and mountain lakes 
fed by glaciers, staying in accommodation 
that was as varied as the landscapes – from 
5* hotels to farms, lakeside cabins and 
desert tents. A geographically diverse and   
historically fascinating region of our world    
and a truly memorable journey.   

Contact Jo at the Glenelg Branch 
8350 5700 / joannem@pht.com.au

In November I joined a group of PHT 
“Top Achievers” on the Highlights of 
Peru tour with Trafalgar. One word - 
amazing! First up was Lima where 
we enjoyed seafood ceviche (Peru’s 
famous dish), downed with a few 
Pisco Sours. Then it was on to Sacred 
Valley where we stayed in a converted 
monastery. Without a doubt the 
highlight of the trip was visiting Machu 
Picchu, not once but twice. Sitting at 
2430m above sea level, it’s impossible 
to describe in words how incredible it is, 
nearly as impossible as it is trying to get 
the perfect photo angle! We finished in 
Cusco, 3399m above sea level, where 
we acclimatised with coca and lots of 
slow, deep breaths!

Contact Kerri at the Modbury Branch  
8122 7110 / kerrih@pht.com.au

I never thought I would fall in love 
with China but it captured my heart! 
We travelled with Wendy Wu Tours, 
who know China inside out. We took 
in the Great Wall of China, taking 
a chair lift to the top, and a luge 
curving  down to the bottom. A bullet 
train had us in Xi’an before we knew 
it to visit the magnificent terracotta 
warriors, finishing the day with a bike 
ride atop of the city wall and a visit 
to the buzzing Muslim Quarter. Our 
trip concluded in Shanghai, known 
as the ‘Paris of the East’. A cruise 
along the Bund at night is a must to 
take in the spectacular light show.

Contact Melissa at the Glenelg Branch  
8350 5700 / melissam@pht.com.au

P H T  E N C O U N T E R S
PHT staff have been travelling the world to share 

their new found knowledge with our clients. 
Read about some of our recent journeys.

MELISSA MANNING
CHINA

KERRI  HANISCH
PERU

JO MCLAREN
THE F IVE'  STANS
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Travel from Adelaide to more 
than 160 destinations including 
over 55 European cities with 
Qatar Airways, a world class airline.

travel
somewhere
new.



C i t y  S p o t l i g h t

Behind the crumbling facades 
of the aged yet elegant colonial 
buildings Havana is best 
known for, are a new breed of 
luxurious boutique hotels. With 
its rise in popularity is a rise in 
infrastructure and standard 
of accommodation. Hotel 
Ambos Mundos was built in 
the 1920s in an ideal location in 
Old Havana. Even Hemingway 
was a regular visitor of the 
eclectic hotel, spending much 
of the 1930s writing there. In a 
prime location facing Central 
Park, Hotel Inglaterra is ideally 
situated to explore the old 
town. With a mix of influences, 
this grand hotel, built in 1875, 
features a lively sidewalk 
café and rooftop terrace.

Like a city trapped in 
time, Havana captures the 
imagination like no other. 
Resembling something 
between Paris and Buenos 
Aires, Havana’s enchanting 
streets are lined with 
extravagantly ornate and 
multihued buildings in 
varying states of disrepair, 
while its roads are filled 
with colourful Chevrolets, 
Fords, Buicks and other 
pre-revolution makes. 
The result is a vibrant 
and beautiful time warp.  

If you succumb to the 
restaurants and cafes 
marketed at tourists, eating 
can be expensive in Havana. 
Eat like a Cuban though, 
and you’ll be blessed with 
incredible food for a quarter 
of the price. A traditional 
Cuban dish includes roast 
pork, yuca con mojo (yuca 
with garlic sauce) and congri 
rice (rice with black beans). 
Mas Havana not only offers 
traditional Cuban food but also 
serves one of the best mojitos 
in Havana. Overlooking the 
iconic Malecon Road, Café la 
Flauta Magica is a converted 
penthouse suite 10 floors up 
where you can try a rum from 
the bar's extensive collection. 

Due to the Cuban economy, 
Havana, nor the rest of the 
country, is not known for its 
extensive shopping. With 
the growth of tourism, that 
is beginning to change. 
You can buy Cuban music, 
Cuban films, kitschy arts 
and crafts from ARTex. If 
you fancy trying Cuba’s 
most-prized product, the 
cigar (or puros or habanos), 
it’s best to buy them at La 
Casa del Tabaco or La Casa 
del Habano. Any sold on 
the street are black-market 
and of inferior quality. Centro 
Cultural Antiguos Almacenes 
de Deposito San Jose is 
Havana’s open-air handicraft 
market open for haggling. 

SEE & DO STAY & PLAY EAT & DRINK SHOP

H A V A N A
city stay guide
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Like a set piece from the film Blade 
Runner, with eye-popping architecture 
and super freeways, modern Shanghai 
fuses with the Shanghai of old.
Nestled between glass and steel structures of the colossal kind 
is an architectural heritage like no other Chinese city - temples, 
Jesuit cathedrals, Jewish synagogues, art deco extravaganzas, 
classical Chinese gardens, French and British bungalows and the 
enduring British architectural sweep of the famous riverside Bund. 

Getting around in Shanghai is easy. Flat, it’s a great pedestrian 
city, or let the train take the strain. The Metro is cheap and 
very efficient. And cabs are plentiful and inexpensive Once 
you’ve shopped and dined your way around the former French 
Concession, zipped up to the tops of Pudong’s shiny architectural 
feats, people-watched along the Bund, soaked up the scenery 
of the Old Town and temples of Jing an, eaten xiaolongbao 
(soup dumplings) without ruining your shirt and strolled along 
Nanjing Road, you’ll have covered a little of Shanghai.

And if you’re visiting at the end of May, come along to arguably the 
AFL match of the year when Port Adelaide Football Club play St 
Kilda Football Club at Adelaide Arena, Jiangwan Stadium in the heart 
of Shanghai. There’s no city finer to witness a duel of the AFL kind.

MUST-SEE SIGHTS
The Bund • A promenade lined with heritage 
architectural landmarks on one side and some of 
Shanghai’s best panoramas across the Huangpu River 
to skyscraper-studded Pudong on the other.

Yuyuan Gardens • Known as the ‘garden of happiness’, 
the gardens were built in 1559. Abuting the gardens is 
Huxinting Teahouse and the Yu Garden Bazaar – a popular 
throughfare studded with merchants and food vendors.

Jade Buddha Temple • The unerring attraction of this temple 
complex is the Jade Buddha Hall, where the absolute centrepiece 
is the 1.9m-high pale-green jade Buddha, carved from one piece. 

JinMao Tower • At 420.5m tall, Jinmao is one of the tallest 
buildings in the world. Take the express 45 second elevator to 
The Skywalk, an indoor observation deck on the 88th floor.

Shanghai Museum • Set aside hours to peruse the standout 
collection of art and antiquities including Chinese landscape 
paintings, Buddhist statues and Qing dynasty ceramic pieces.

Natural History Museum • A must-visit not only for the 
impressive exhibits and life-size mechanical dinosaurs, 
but also for its striking architecture. The museum gardens 
are home to the Jing'an Sculpture Park, complete with 
a giant thatched fox and lazing cows on the lawn.

SHANGHAI
Surprise
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SHANGHAI
M50 • Spend at least half a day exploring the cool 
studios and galleries set up in disused factories and 
cotton mills in the edgy subcultural M50 district.

Huangpu River • Hop on a dinner cruise and enjoy 
the city’s illuminations from a river vantage point.

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD
Shanghai’s dining scene is varied, exciting and contemporary 
- a happy hunting ground for foodies, whether your 
preference is for street food or haute cuisine.

Mr and Mrs Bund (18 Yanjiang East 1st Rd) • Dine on 
modern French fare in a relaxed Bund atmosphere.

Nanxiang Steamed Bun Restaurant (Huangpu) • 
Shanghai’s most famous dumpling restaurant at Yuyuan 
Bazaar draws long queues for its famous xiaolongbao.

Yang’s Fry Dumplings (97, Huanghe Road) • These 
moreish sesame seed and spring onion-coated shengjian 
(fried dumplings) hit the spot any time of the day.

Shanghai 2019 | Port Adelaide vs St Kilda
packages available starting 31 May 2019. 
4 nights from $689* pp twin share

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 

Made in China - but have you been to China, 
or more specifically Shanghai? Once a 
playground for adventurers, socialites and 
opium traders, Shanghai is today a modern 
metropolis more like Hong Kong than Beijing.
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The Middle East is not only renowned for incredible historical sites but is home to some of the most 
fascinating cultures, friendliest people, and hospitality that has to be experienced to be believed.

The food is fresh, simple and plentiful
Middle Eastern cuisine may not be world famous like Italian or 
Spanish fare, but you’ll be sure to find plenty of delicious options on 
the menu across the region. For lovers of dips and nibbles, a mezze 
selection will be the dinner highlight in Morocco. Before your main 
course, you’ll be served a selection of olives, grilled vegetables, baba 
ganoush and flatbread. In Jordan, you’ll likely encounter some of the 
best falafel of your life, as well as plenty of grilled meats and pilaf.
 
The wine will surprise you
Perhaps the biggest surprise of all is the wine. Travelling through 
predominantly Islamic countries can fill those who love a tipple with 
trepidation, but Israeli wine is some of the best in the world. The 
Israeli wine industry was originally founded by Rothschild, a French 
vineyard owner and banker, so many of the wine-making techniques 
are rooted in the same traditions as those from Bordeaux.
 
History buffs will be in heaven
It’s impossible to visit the Middle East without being intrigued by 
some of the planet’s most ancient civilisations. Egypt has plenty 
of attractions for history and culture buffs to feast their eyes on – 
from the famous Pyramids of Giza to the Temple of Abu Simbel. 
The magnificent façade of the Treasury in Jordan’s Petra is an 
unforgettable site and the vast ancient city can take days to explore 
in its entirety.

Going shopping is an experience
In the Middle East shopping is all about the bustling bazaars, 
mystical medinas and souks swarming with shoppers. You’ll see 
spice shops filled with fragrant spices, clothing stores overflowing 
with vibrantly coloured silks, leather goods stores with rich-smelling 
bags, shoes and jackets – and plenty of food stalls where you can 
taste local treats.

Haggling is all part of the game of shopping in most Middle Eastern 
countries, with vendors taking great delight in bantering back and 
forth with shoppers. 

There’s more to the Middle East than deserts and ruins
It’s a common misconception that a holiday to the Middle East 
will simply entail a whole lot of visits to ancient ruins and hot, 
dry deserts. And while there are plenty of historic and religious 
monuments to see, there is certainly more to this diverse region.
Tel Aviv in Israel is popular for nightlife and restaurants and after 
a day of sightseeing many travellers enjoy exploring this sparkling 
port town.

If some time by the seaside is what appeals to you, a trip to Aqaba 
in Jordan is a must. The snorkelling in the Red Sea will rival many of 
the more well-known coral reefs around the world. Or, for a truly 
unique experience, a float in the salty Dead Sea (complete with mud 
masks) is a popular activity.

Essaouira Marrakech

Fes

Meknes

Todra Gorge

Ait Benhaddou
Sahara Camp

Midelt

MOROCCO

Casablanca

Aroumd

Volubilis

High Atlas
Mountains

Rabat

Best of Morocco
15 DAYS - FROM $1,450*

M E D
I

T
E

R

R

A

N

TURKEY

Istanbul

Gallipoli
Canakkale

Fethiye

Selcuk Pamukkale
Ephesus

Kas

Antalya

Beypazari

Konya

Goreme
(Cappadocia)

Turkey Encompassed
15 DAYS - FROM $1,980*

Luxor

Aswan

EGYPT

Cairo

Nile Felucca

JORDAN
Wadi Rum

Amman
Madaba

Petra

Discover Egypt & Jordan
15 DAYS - FROM $3,460*

Why you should visit the Middle East
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Travellers have marveled at Egypt’s archaeological wonders for centuries. Intact survivors of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World – Cheops, Chephren and Mycerinus were already more than 2,000 
years old when Herodotus the Greek historian visited them in circa 430 BC. Measuring some 6680 km 
in length, the Nile is the world’s longest river. It brought Egypt into being, and its banks are clustered 
with temples and tombs – proof of an astonishing past. The sheer age of this great civilization is mind-
blowing. And, beyond the Nile Valley, the stunning dive resorts of the Red sea in the Sinai region 
beckon aquatic lovers. Inland – nomads whose camel trains still wander the Saharan sands, oases and 
monastic complexes such as St Catherine’s steeped in biblical history can be found. 

CAIRO Known as the greatest city in the Islamic world, 
Cairo’s ancient monuments and medieval customs thrive in a 
cosmopolitan, modern city. The new Egyptian Museum is set to 
open early 2019 and will house the Tutankhamen Gallery including 
the solid gold funerary mask of the boy King. Be sure to visit Coptic 
Cairo and its resplendent Hanging Church. And head to Khan-el 
Khalili, one of the world’s largest bazaars, pulsing with commerce 
and crammed with spices, coppersmiths, perfume and trinkets. 

THE PYRAMIDS AND SPHINX AT GIZA PLATEAU 
built to allow passage of the entombed pharaoh to an afterlife, a 
highly skilled corps of mathematicians, masons, surveyors and 
stone-cutters undertook the construction, coupled with the use 
of 100,000 labourers to move and lay the stones. The oldest and 
largest pyramid, Cheops (Khufu) is thought to have taken around 
20 years to construct with some 2.5 million limestone blocks, 
quarried locally and weighing more than 6 million tonnes. Known 
as the tallest man-made structure for over 40 centuries, Napoleon 
exclaimed during a visit that the stone blocks used would be 
enough to build a wall 3 metres high and a metre wide around 
France. The Sphinx, known as the Abu al-Hol (Father of Terror), 
stands in front of the Great Pyramid and is thought to be older 
than the pyramids themselves. At one-time sporting a pharaonic 
beard, this accoutrement is now an exhibit in the British Museum. 

SAQQARA There are remains of the Old Kingdom’s capital 
Memphis; the necropolis at Saqqara, with the Step Pyramid older 
than those at Giza, with well-preserved wall reliefs and royal tombs. 

LUXOR Once the ancient city of Thebes and powerhouse of 
Upper Egypt, modern-day Luxor is a Mecca for visitors seeking 
to discover Pharaonic Egypt. On Luxor’s West Bank is the vast 
Theban Necropolis, containing some of the world’s finest tombs: 

the Valley of the Kings; Valley of the Queens; and Tombs of the 
Nobles. Nearby is ramped and colonnaded Temple of Queen 
Hatshepsut. On Luxor’s East Bank sits the epic Karnak Temple. 
Karnak is studded with colossal statues and stone pillars, reliefs, 
obelisks and halls. There are nightly son et lumière shows. 
Connected to Karnak by an avenue of ram-headed sphinxes is 
Luxor Temple. A huge statue of Ramses II guards Luxor Temple, 
which also contains countless columns, statues and sphinxes. 

ASWAN Gateway to Africa, start point of many Nile River 
cruises and steeped in Nubian culture, Aswan is home to the Old 
Cataract Hotel (location of the film ‘Death on the Nile’), ancient 
Elephantine Island, Aswan Dam and the Unfinished Obelisk. 
Arguably, Aswan’s most famous attraction is the Temple of 
Philae, an incredibly preserved structure on its own island. 

ABU SIMBEL 5 hours’ drive south of Aswan is the magnificent 
Sun Temple of Ramses II, fronted by four colossal statues 
guarding the entrance. The highly decorated interior is 
supported by eight statues of Ramses acting as giant pillars. 
Leading off the hall are painted sanctuaries and chambers. 

ALONG THE NILE Kom Ombo, 30km north of Aswan, 
is a largely Nubian settlement, known for the Temple of 
Haroeris and Sobek. Edfu is famed for the largest and best-
preserved Pharaonic Temple in Egypt, the Temple of Horus.

Experience Egypt | 12 day escorted tour 

Departing Adelaide 15 September 2019

from $6099* pp twin share

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 



PERSIA
One of the oldest civilisations on the planet 
and known as Persia until 1935, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is a land of opulent mosques and 
palaces, crumbling ancient ruins, a thriving art 
and craft scene and locals eager to make your 
acquaintance. Be welcomed by curious locals 
as they show you their country, their customs 
and their gastronomy, so often punctuated by 
fragrant pomegranate, saffron and sumac.

TEHRAN Hugging the lower slopes of the magnificent, snow-
capped Alborz Mountains, the dynamic capital is Iran’s most secular 
and liberal city and start point for all visitors exploring this fabled land.  
Including a bazaar of grand proportion, towering monuments and a 
museum dedicated to priceless Persian carpets, two major highlights 
include the glittering palaces - Golestan and Sa’dabad. Golestan 
Palace comprises several palaces, halls and museums. Used as a 
royal summer residence during the Pahlavi period (from 1925-1979), 
before the Shah and monarchy were overthrown in the Revolution, the 
sprawling Sa’ dabad Palace and Museum is a 104-hectare complex 
comprising 18 palaces, most of them converted into museums.

PERSIA
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discover



Join Phil Hoffmann Travel on a 16-day ‘Discover Persia’ tour 
departing 21 September 2019. Escorted from Adelaide by 
Jo McLaren, twin share pricing starts from $7699* including 
airfares, accommodation, sightseeing and 17 meals.

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y

Sa’dabad offers a fascinating glimpse into the opulent lifestyle 
of the Shah, a ruler credited with modernizing Iran, but 
renowned for his excesses. From the Shah’s immoderations 
and Western influences, Iran’s pendulum swung completely 
the other way, with today’s ideals built on fundamentalism.

 

YAZD On a flat plain ringed by mountains, the ancient, rustic 
desert city of Yazd was a major stop on the caravan routes during 
the Silk Road period. It’s also known as the beating heart of the 
Zoroastrian religion, which dates back over 4,000 years and was 
the state religion before the arrival of Islam. In the UNESCO-listed 
Old City, visitors will be charmed by the Dolat Abad Garden and 
the atmospheric kuches (lanes). Two vestiges of Yazd’s Zoroastrian 
heritage include the Fire Temple and the Towers of Silence. The 
intriguing Towers of Silence are part of the Zoroastrian tradition 
of raised circular structures where practice once dictated the 
dead were laid out to be picked clean by scavenger birds.

 

SHIRAZ Heartland of Persian culture for over 2000 years 
and set in a fertile valley once famed for its vineyards, Shiraz is 
home to the tombs of literary juggernauts Hafez and Sa’di, the 
vast complex of Eram Garden, the Khan Citadel and Nasir-al-
Mulk, better known to visitors as the Pink Mosque. You’ll be 
enveloped in the city’s strong culture. The gardens, mansions 
and tombs are laced with intricate details of remarkable history. 
Explore the beauty of the 11th century Vakil Bazaar with its 
courtyards, bath houses and old shops. Here you’ll find freshly 
roasted pistachios, Persian rugs, sweets and antiquities.

 

PERSEPOLIS Built on the slopes of Mt Rahmat, UNESCO-
listed Persepolis was intended as a showcase of the 
Achaemenid empire, designed to awe visitors with its scale and 
beauty. By the 4th century BC Persepolis was an elaborate 
project of palaces, treasuries and necropolis, illustrating 
unsurpassed artistic excellence. Inevitably, the city attracted 
the envy of powerful rivals and in 330 BC it was all but razed 
to the ground by the armies of Alexander the Great.

ESFAHAN Known as the jewel in Persia’s crown, erstwhile 
capital Esfahan is a visual feast. Offering a profusion of tree-lined 
boulevards, Persian gardens and important Islamic buildings giving 
it stunning visual appeal, visitors are never disappointed.  In the 
gargantuan UNESCO-listed Naqsh-e Jahan Square is the 17th-
century Imam (Shah) Mosque, whose dome and minarets are 
covered with mosaic tiles. In the Armenian quarter of the city, where 
disciples are still allowed to practice their religion in peace, visitors 
will find Vank Cathedral. The many artisans working in Esfahan 
underpin its reputation as a living museum of traditional culture.

 

FAST FACTS 

Arrival - Imam Khomeini International Airport is the main gateway into Iran.

Tourist Visa - required for entry into the Islamic Republic. Procurement 
takes around 8 weeks, and Phil Hoffmann Travel offers a complete service.

Safety & Sanctions - Whilst international sanctions remain in place, black 
gold remains the major revenue generator for Iran’s economy. Despite 
sanctions, there is very little impact on the tourism sector, with visitors 
enjoying an uneventful and amazing time in Iran.

Food – Iranian or Persian cuisine is as varied as the country’s geography 
and culture. Many coveted ingredients are native to Iran, including 
pistachios, almonds, walnuts, saffron, mint, oranges, pomegranates and 
grapes. Typical dishes include rich stews, kebabs, roasted meats, jeweled 
rice, herb and cheese plates and the ubiquitous flat bread. 

Shopping – It’s got to be a Persian rug! Live by the mantra         
‘Caveat Emptor’ or ‘let the buyer beware’! Iran is also known for its 
intricate and beautiful metal work and wood carving, which can be 
found at affordable prices.

D e s t i n a t i o n  F e a t u r e
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Singapore Airlines has selected Adelaide as the global 
launch city for its first Airbus A350-900 aircraft fitted with 
all new medium haul cabin products. From the 18th of 
December, the daily direct flights connecting Adelaide 
to Singapore will be upgraded to the two-class, 303 
seat aircraft, providing SA travellers first access to an 
unparalleled level of comfort and technology. 
The new aircraft is equipped with Singapore Airlines’ brand new 
medium haul Business Class and Economy Class cabin products, 
and features higher ceilings, larger windows, an extra wide body, 
as well as improved lighting and atmospheric controls which are 
all designed to improve comfort and reduce jetlag.

Configured in a 1-2-1 layout, the new Business Class gives every 
passenger direct aisle access, while the spacious seat reclines 
directly into a 76 inch fully-flat bed allowing customers to rest in 
luxurious comfort. Whether travelling alone or with a companion, 
adjustable dividers at the centre seats offer customised levels of 
privacy to suit individual preferences. Customers can also look 
forward to other features to enhance their travelling experience 
such as a business panel with in-seat power supply and USB ports, 
and a personal 17 inch full high-definition touchscreen monitor.

Business Class passengers departing from Adelaide also have 
access to ‘Book the Cook’, a premium dining service allowing 
customers to pre-select their main meal prior to departure from 

a menu of 14 selections inspired by Singapore Airlines’ own 
International Culinary Panel of world-renowned chefs.

The new Economy Class seats boast state of the art ergonomic 
contour backrests and six-way adjustable headrests with foldable 
wings for more neck support. Arranged in a 3-3-3 configuration, 
each seat also includes a personal storage space for small items, 
a coat hook, USB port, and in-seat power supply. Customers 
can also enjoy an enhanced entertainment experience on their 
personal 11.6 inch full high-definition touchscreen monitor.

This brand-new aircraft also provides South Australians all new 
entertainment and connectivity options, with access to high-speed 
WiFi* and the latest Thales AVANT inflight entertainment system. 
Featuring an intuitive touchscreen interface, delivering personalised 
in-flight entertainment with even greater control. Customers will 
receive content recommendations from the more than 1,000 on 
demand options on offer based on their viewing preferences.

2019 marks an important milestone for Singapore Airlines in 
Adelaide, celebrating 35 years of operations to the city. As South 
Australia’s longest serving international airline, Singapore Airlines 
is proud to bring its newest aircraft experience to Adelaide.

Fly to Europe from Adelaide in   
Economy Class from $1,239*. 

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 
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NEW AIRBUS A350 AIRCRAFT
A D E L A I D E  S E T  T O  W E L C O M E

A d v e r t i s e m e n t  P r o m o

*Charges may apply.
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Simply the best
way to Travel

The joy and personal fulfilment you get 
from travel is often not about ticking off the 
big-ticket experiences but revelling in the 
smaller ones - the chance encounters, the 
gems you discover by accident, the smells 
and the sounds along the way.

Trafalgar heralds these serendipitous events 
as ‘pinch me’ moments and they are spot on. 

Europe in particular with its glorious 
contrasts of cultures and moods offers 
boundless pinch me moments … if you 
know where to look.

And that’s the real benefit of a guided 
holiday with Trafalgar. Sure you’ll get to see 
the Eiffel Tower and The Colosseum and 
learn some things when you do but it’s what 
happens before and after you explore those 
icons that you’ll likely remember most.

That gorgeous little hidden cafe with the 
mouth-watering crepes that your Travel 
Director knew about, the handpicked hotel 
room that had such a famous story to 
tell, the VIP admission to see the Vatican 
Museums as you stride past the long 
queues, the new friends you make as you 
travel and likely stay connected to for life - 
Trafalgar sums it all up as Good Times, Good 
People, Good Everything.

Connecting with locals is an integral part 
of a Trafalgar holiday and they take it one 
significant step further with Be My Guest 
experiences that quite literally have you 
seated at the dining table of a local family. 
Connecting with locals is an integral part 

of a Trafalgar holiday and no matter which 
trip you choose, you will be introduced to 
the local people for a first-hand cultural 
immersion. From local artisans sharing 13th 
century old Umbrian weaving techniques 
to family businesses in Spain that produce 
some of the most renowned olive oil.  And 
they take it one significant step further with 
Be My Guest experiences that quite literally 
have you seated at the dining table of a 
local family.

And Stays with Stories are a delightful 
enhancement to your holiday. More than 
just a bed to rest for the 
night, Trafalgar has hand-
selected special hotels 
that boast a historical or 
community connection that 
will provide you with plenty 
of engaging travel tales to 
share after you return home.

Then there’s the Dive 
into Culture hands-on 
experiences that can range 
from a whisky distillery tour 
and tasting in Glasgow, 
indulging yourself with 
churros in a chocolateria 
in Madrid to a perfume 
museum in Paris…

Trafalgar’s extensive 
experience in hand-crafting 
holidays will leave you 
pinching yourself time 
and time again.

EUROPEAN WHIRL, 12 DAYS
The tring tring of Dutch bicycles launch 
your Europe adventure, from picture-
perfect Amsterdam and vine-clad 
hills along the Rhine with its medieval 
castles, to the magnificent open-air 
museum that is Rome.
Included for you is 11 nights in hand 
selected accommodation, 16 meals, 
travel director and on-trip transport. 
NOW $4,005* pp, twin share
*Save 10% Early Payment Discount ends 31/01/2019. 
Terms and Conditions Apply. Travel dates vary.

SAVE 10%*

on your 2019 Europe 
& Britain Holiday



F LY  AC R O S S  T H E  TAS M A N
D I S C O V E R  A  B E T T E R  W A Y  T O

A d v e r t i s e m e n t  P r o m o
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We know that when it comes to flying one size doesn’t 
fit all. Air New Zealand gives you the freedom to choose 
how you fly, putting the choice back in your hands. 
Air New Zealand’s unique offering allows customers to 
travel the way they like. With a choice of seating options 
on all Trans-Tasman Air New Zealand flights, you'll always 
find something that meets your needs; giving you the 
opportunity to pick and choose what you want and 
only pay for the products that you actually need.

There are four options available on the Airbus A320 services 
to New Zealand and the Pacific Islands, while Seat, Seat + Bag 
and The Works is also available onboard Air New Zealand’s 
Boeing 777 and Dreamliner 787-9 service from Adelaide, 
along with Premium Economy and Business Premier™. 

LOOKING TO SPREAD YOUR WINGS?   
LET US BREAK IT DOWN FOR YOU.

Travelling light? Just book a seat.
Seat is perfect for those who like travelling light or are 
heading off on short trips. It’s the most affordable in the 
range and offers the same great Kiwi service without any 

added extras that you may not need. With Seat you will get a standard 
seat, a carry on bag of up to 7kgs, entertainment including music and 
tv and be offered tea and coffee onboard. 

Plan to do a bit of shopping? Get a Seat + Bag.
Designed for longer trips or those visits where you 
may need to take a little extra. With Seat + Bag 
you will get one piece of checked in luggage (up 

to 23kgs), a standard seat, entertainment including music, tv and 
games and be offered tea and coffee onboard. If you get peckish 
during the flight, you can still purchase food and drinks from Air 
New Zealand's onboard Inflight Bites menu. 

If you want it all? Go for The Works.   
The Works is an all-inclusive experience with movies 
and a food and beverage service; the freedom to 
relax with a bite to eat and something fun to watch. 

Included is a standard seat, free standard seat select, one piece 
of checked in luggage, inflight entertainment, and complimentary 
meal and drinks. Enjoy the authentic taste of New Zealand with 
delicious meals, complemented by the finest local wines.

Or you can go for Works Deluxe and travel 
neighbour free. 
Available on Air New Zealand’s A320’s you’ll get more 
space to relax, a neighbour free guarantee and a host of 

deluxe extras. You'll also get a free standard seat select, two pieces of 
checked in luggage (up to 23kgs each), inflight entertainment and a 
fresh meal with your choice of New Zealand wines. 

Providing an easy four hour direct flight from Adelaide to Auckland, 
with a relaxed late morning departure and seamless check in with 
self-service kiosks and bag drop, Air New Zealand is the perfect 
Trans-Tasman carrier. Air New Zealand also provides seamless onward 
connections throughout New Zealand, proudly serving 20 domestic 
destinations around the country. So, ready to spread your wings? 
Choose the Air New Zealand experience. With their modern fleet, seats 
to suit every traveller and award-winning Kiwi hospitality, you'll discover 
why Air New Zealand is a better way to fly across the Tasman.

seat

seat+bag

theworks

worksdeluxe
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For more than 145 years, we’ve witnessed 
the transformative power of travel. We have 
seen how introducing guests to new places 
and new cultures opens minds and build 
connections. Travel is more than an itinerary, it 
has the power to change us and our world.
Today, Holland America Line remains classic and premium, yet 
energised with new ideas and concepts, offering expanded 
choices and experiences to our guests. It’s all about seeing, 
tasting, touching and feeling remarkable moments for each our 
guests, every day.

Holland America Line truly are the destination experts. The fleet 
of 14 perfectly sized ships calls upon Antarctica, South America, 
Australia/New Zealand, Asia, Cuba & the Caribbean, Alaska, 
Mexico, Canada/New England, Europe and the Panama Canal 
plus Grand World Voyages, offering more than 500 cruises to 
over 470 ports of call in 98 countries across seven continents. 

Every day brings a wealth of onboard activities and new things to 
do, along with the freedom to partake in as many, or as few as you 
please. Whether you want to workout in the fitness centre, take 
part in a cooking class hosted by America’s Test Kitchen, pamper 
yourself with a massage and spa treatment in the Greenhouse Spa 
& Salon, or listen to music, there’s an activity for everyone. 

Onboard entertainment has had a complete makeover. From 
spectacular stage shows, live music including BB. King's Blues Club 
Lincoln Centre Stage, Billboard Onboard and the newly launched 
Rolling Stone Rock Room (selected ships) and diverse lounges & 
bars, nights onboard are filled with a plethora of choices available. 

Whet your appetite for delicious new tastes and newly designed 
restaurants. With the collective experience, passion and creativity 
of seven world-class celebrity chefs, the Holland America Line 
Culinary Council brings global influence and expertise to dining 
venues. Explore a wide range of delicious onboard dining options 
– everything from a burger and fries by the Lido pool, the Pan-
Asian flavours of Tamarind to the ultimate in refined and luxurious 
dining at Pinnacle Grill.

Launching in December 2018 with Ms Oprah Winfrey as her 
godmother, be among the first to cruise aboard Holland America 
Line’s newest Pinnacle Class ship – Nieuw Statendam. Every great 
journey starts with the detail. Onboard Nieuw Amsterdam, revel 
in light-filled spaces and dramatic architecture while delighting 
in the artistry of the evening’s dessert. At every turn, discover 
the thoughtful touches that elevate an elegant journey to a 
Pinnacle-class experience. If you are looking for some of the most 
spacious and comfortable ships at sea, award-winning service, 
five-star dining, extensive activities and enrichments programs, 
and compelling worldwide itineraries, you’ve come to the right 
place. Combining the best of what guests love with engaging new 
experiences, linger a little longer as Nieuw Amsterdam visits some 
of the most sought-after ports throughout Northern Europe, the 
Mediterranean and the sunny Caribbean Islands.

A d v e r t i s e m e n t  P r o m o

A MUCH LOVED CLASSIC
A  N E W  T W I S T  O N 

Norwegian Fjords & Baltic Jewels aboard the Nieuw Statendam. 
21 nights Amsterdam return, hosted by John 
Dean. Departs 4 Aug 2019 including return 
flights from Adelaide from $7,559*pp

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 



*Conditions apply. Price based on per person, twin share in AUD, are strictly limited and subject to availability until sold out. For new bookings only and not combinable with other offers. Price based on STC061119.1 
category E lead in suite (no balcony) and balcony upgrades based on a category C Balcony Suite and is not inclusive of airfares. First non-refundable $3,000pp deposit due within 7 days of booking. Price correct as 
of 09/11/18. For full terms and conditions visit scenic.com.au/terms. ABN 85 002 715 602.

Experience an enchanting 
private concert at the 
elegant Palais 
Liechtenstein in Vienna, 
featuring the timeless work 
of Strauss and Mozart.
Exclusive to Scenic.

Discover a region steeped in the history of 
ancient trade routes, grand palaces and 
castles, as you meander through forested 
hillsides, idyllic vineyards and picturesque 
towns on the beautiful Rhine, Main and 
Danube waterways. This is a journey that 
takes you through the Europe of your 
imagination, recalling medieval jousts, 
cobbled streets and childhood fairytales.

15 Day Cruise  Amsterdam > Budapest
From $6,995*pp all-inclusive
or upgrade to a Balcony Suite 
for an additional $2,445*pp

Jewels of Europe

Scenic Jasper, Rhine Loop, Germany

All-inclusive highlights
 5-star Scenic Space-Ships 
featuring Scenic Sun Lounges

 Three exclusive Scenic Enrich 
experiences

 Your choice of 27 Scenic 
Freechoice activities

 One Scenic Sundowners event

 Up to fi ve on board dining options, 
from casual to fi ne dining

 41 meals – 14 breakfasts, 
13 lunches and 14 dinners

 Complimentary top-shelf 
beverages all day, every day

 Personalised in-suite bar 
restocked daily

 Butler service for all guests

 Scenic Tailormade for self-guided 
touring

 The freedom of our e-bikes 

 Cruise Director to guide and 
assist with expert local guides

 Complimentary Wi-Fi

 All tipping and gratuities

Passau

Salzburg

Cologne

Rüdesheim

Würzburg

Bamberg

Nuremberg

Regensburg

Melk

Dürnstein

Marksburg

Budapest

Amsterdam

Vienna

Rhine

Main-Danube Canal

Danube

14

STC

2019 EUROPE
RIVER CRUISING



A d v e r t i s e m e n t  P r o m o

T H E  PA S S I O N  P L AY
O B E R A M M E R G A U  2 0 2 0

The famous Oberammergau ‘Passionsspiele’ or 
Passion Play, has been performed every ten years 
since 1633, a time when the Thirty Year’s War and 
Bubonic Plague were ravaging Europe. 
The town pledged that if God would spare them from 
further suffering and death, they would perform a play each 
decade in tribute to the Passion of Christ. The locals were 
true to their promise and the very first play was performed 
during Pentecost in 1634, with a stage erected in the local 
cemetery, above the graves of those who had died. Since 
then, the famous Oberammergau ‘Passionsspiele’ or Passion 
Play, has been performed every ten years. The performance 
traditionally starts with the entry into Jerusalem, covering the 
Last Supper, the capture, the sentence and the crucifixion 
and finally, the resurrection of Jesus Christ. To constantly 
revitalise the spectacle, a new artistic director is appointed 
every 10 years. For 2020 it will be Christian Stückl. 

Nowadays the performance is on a much larger scale! With 
a backdrop of Kofel Peak and surrounded by the Ammergau 
Mountains, the massive open-air stage erupts with colour, music, 
song. In all, 100 choristers, a 55-piece orchestra and up to 2,000 
local inhabitants re- enact the story of the Passion of Christ. 

The people of Oberammergau are passionate about 
the Passion Play. A right to play was introduced in 1910 
which ensures that only people who had been born in 
Oberammergau, or who has resided in the town for the past 
20 years, were able to perform. Currently approximately 
3,000 of the town’s 5,000 residents hold the right to play. 

Such is the dedication of the residents, all male actors performing 
in the play take part in a “Hair Decree”. From Ash Wednesday 
in 2019, all men (apart from those playing Romans who will have 
shaved heads!) are requested to let the hair on their heads and 
face grow to ensure they have an authentic look in time for 2020! 

Touring with Albatross Operating European tours successfully for 
well over 20 years, this will be the third Oberammergau Passion Play 
series Albatross Tours have operated. In 2020, Albatross Tours will be 
offering over 78 departures from May to October, all with guaranteed 
best in house seats, premium seating for all performances.  

Albatross Tours offers a unique and leisurely style of touring with 
a more personal experience travelling with a small group of like-
minded travellers - group sizes range from 10 to just 28 travelers. 
Always with a more leisurely pace, you will enjoy 2, 3 and 4 
night stays in each captivating city or region. Most importantly, in 
addition to a host of memorable inclusions, you will also enjoy 
‘My Time’ for you to relax, explore at your own pace and immerse 
yourself in each destination. 

Albatross Tours has 78 small group tours available between 
May to October 2020. Please contact us for a detailed 44 page 
brochure which showcases a variety of touring programmes.

The 2 Passion Plays – Sordevolo & Oberammergau 10 day 
tour Milan to Munich. Includes category 1 seating, fully escorted 
tour, specially selected hotels and first class 
touring coach. Book before 30 June 2019 
and save $350pp, Now from $4,997*pp

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 
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INSIGHT
EXPERIENCES

DELICIOUSLY 
AUTHENTIC 
DINING

TRAVEL AND 
STAY IN STYLE

SMALLER  
GROUP 
CAMARADERIE

SEAMLESS, 
STRESS-FREE 
TRAVEL

GRAND ITALY & SICILY 
17 DAYS

Alberobello, Italy: Nonna welcomes you to her home for 
a family-style dinner of Southern Italian specialties.
Related journey: Country Roads of Southern Italy & Sicily

INSIGHT
EXPERIENCES

DELICIOUSLY 
AUTHENTIC 
DINING

TRAVEL AND 
STAY IN STYLE

SMALLER  
GROUP 
CAMARADERIE

SEAMLESS, 
STRESS-FREE 
TRAVEL

BRITAIN & IRELAND DISCOVERY
22 DAYS

COUNTRY ROADS OF CROATIA
14 DAYS

Discover the pristine landscapes, idyllic 
islands and sun-dappled seas of Croatia.

FROM $4,185* per person
Departure dates: 7- 28 October 2019

This epic adventure illuminates the 
hidden corners of the British Isles. 

FROM $6,839* per person
Departure dates: 29 May, 16, 30 June, 3, 14, 
21, 24, and 28 July 2019

*Conditions: Prices are per person, twin share and land only. Single supplements apply. Advertised prices are based on lead in departure dates from the 2019 Insight Vacations Europe and Britain Brochure. Featured price includes 
10% Early Payment Discount and prices vary per departure date. 10% Early Payment Discount is subject to availability and can be changed, amended or withdrawn at any time on any departure date without notice. 10% Early 
Payment Discount is based off land component of trip only and excludes flights, rail or cruise. 10% Early Payment Discount is only valid when trip is paid in full before 31 January 2019 on any 2019 Insight Vacations Europe and Britain 
trips. Early Payment Discount is not combinable with any air offer. Departure dates and pricing is subject to availability and can be amended or withdrawn at any time. Available listed departure dates are valid at time of printing and 
are subject to availability. Conditions and restrictions apply. Itineraries & trip content are based on the itineraries featured in Insight’s 2019 Europe and Britain brochure (unless specified otherwise) however items such as hotels, 
meals, sightseeing inclusions, trip destinations are subject to change. Refer to Insight Vacations 2019 Europe and Britain brochure or visit insightvacations.com for full terms and conditions.

2019 EUROPE & BRITAIN 
BOOK EARLY & SAVE UP TO 10%*

From picture-perfect Capri to romantic 
Sicily, discover the very best of Italy.

FROM $6,386* per person
Departure dates: 10, 24, 31 May, 14 June and 30 
August 2019.



A d v e r t i s e m e n t  P r o m o

&  T H E N  T H E R E  W E R E  T WO
T W O  L U X U R Y  S H I P S  F O R  A U S T R A L I A  2 0 2 0

Celebrity Cruises, the modern luxury line renowned 
for sophisticated design, food and wine, has 
announced Celebrity Eclipse will join Celebrity 
Solstice to homeport in Australia during the 
2020/2021 summer season. 
The 2850-guest, 120,000 tonne Celebrity Eclipse will be the 
newest ever ship to homeport in Victoria. She arrives in Melbourne 
fresh from a multi-million dollar modernisation on 23 December 
2020 for her inaugural season, which runs until April 2021.  

Vice President and Managing Director, RCL Cruises, Australia 
and New Zealand Susan Bonner said "2020 will be a season 
of firsts for Celebrity Cruises in Australia, winner of over 150 
global awards. It will be the first time we base two Solstice-class 
ships here, the first time we homeport out of Melbourne, and 
Eclipse will be our first Australian ship to return completely 
revolutionised. These ships are truly beautiful, and their food, 
wine and design focus resonates so well with discerning 
Australian guests looking for modern luxury holidays”. 

Following a 14-night Singapore to Sydney repositioning via 
Australia’s east coast and the Great Barrier Reef, Eclipse will  
arrive in Sydney on 8 December 2020 to sail a two-night Sampler 
voyage, before departing on a 13-night cruise via New Zealand 
to her new Melbourne homeport. From her arrival to Victoria on 
23 December, guests can choose from seven round-trip sailings 
from Melbourne, between eight and 14 nights to destinations 
in the South Pacific, New Zealand, Queensland, Tasmania and 
South Australia. Two one-way, 11-night New Zealand sailings 
between Melbourne and Auckland will also be offered. Eclipse 

will finish her inaugural Australian season on 4 April 2021 with a 
19-night Melbourne to Honolulu voyage. 

Local favourite, Celebrity Solstice – the highest rated ship 
in Australia* – meanwhile continues her decade long reign 
in Sydney, arriving for her 20/21 season on 16 October 2020, 
following a 17-night repositioning cruise from Honululu via Tahiti. 
From there she’ll embark on cruises between two and 13-nights 
to the South Pacific, New Zealand and Australia, before cruising 
back to Honululu on a 19-night cruise departing 14 April 2021. 

Before she makes her Melbourne debut, Eclipse will be the first 
ship in Australia to undergo the AUD$700 million “Celebrity 
Revolution”, a modernisation of Celebrity’s nine-strong, mid-
sized fleet which is already underway. The revamp will see 
her accommodations, culinary programme, technology, public 
spaces completely modernised by a formidable line-up of 
world-renowned experts. More details of her new features to 
be announced in 2019. Solstice will follow her sister’s lead and 
undergo the modernisation in 2021. 

The new program and full details of the two ships’ local itineraries 
are now on sale, contact us for details.

14 night cruise Singapore to Sydney aboard Celebrity Eclipse, 
visiting Darwin, Cairns, Airlie Beach, Newcastle. Departs  
24 Nov 2020 from $2849*pp. Or 13 night cruise Auckland 
return aboard Celebrity Solstice, visiting 
NZ, Fiji, Samoa & Tonga. Departs   
21 Feb 2021 from $2499*pp

G O  N OW  /  S U G G E S T E D  J O U R N E Y 
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Discover Phil Hoffmann Travel's 
Escorted Journeys collection in 2019.
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24 MAY
JAPAN 
DISCOVERY

18 DAYS • flights, tour, cruise
Escorted by Phil Hoffmann Travel
From $8,399* pp twin share

31 MAY
SPRINGTIME IN
SWITZERLAND

17 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Christa Kinnear
From $11,299* solo occupancy

1 NOVEMBER
DISCOVER 
TURKEY

15 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Corey Enthoven
From $5,999* solo occupancy

2 NOVEMBER
NORTHERN TERRITORY 
& THE GHAN

7 DAYS • flights, tour, rail
Escorted by Kim Griffiths
From $4,899* pp twin share

4 DECEMBER
EUROPE CHRISTMAS 
MARKETS

17 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Clare O'Neill
From $7,999* pp twin share

ESCORTED JOURNEYS 
CALENDAR 2019

15 SEPTEMBER
EXPERIENCE 
EGYPT

12 DAYS • flights, tour, cruise
Escorted by Anna Vickery
From $6,929* solo occupancy

21 SEPTEMBER
DISCOVER
PERSIA

16 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Jo McLaren
From $7,699* pp twin share

23 SEPTEMBER
CANBERRA
FLORIADE

6 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Kim Manning
From $3,399* solo occupancy

17 OCTOBER
WEST AUSTRALIA  
WILDFLOWERS

12 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Anne ford
From $6,199* solo occupancy

30 AUGUST
BEIJING TO  
ST PETERSBURG

28 DAYS • tour
Escorted by Deb Machnik
From $15,349* pp twin share

6 SEPTEMBER
ALOHA 
HAWAII

12 DAYS • flights, tour, cruise
Hosted by Pat Gobell
From $6,999* pp twin share

8 SEPTEMBER
CROATIA &
THE ADRIATIC

18 DAYS • flights, tour, cruise
Escorted by Annemarie Hundhammer
From $8,359* pp twin share

8 SEPTEMBER
THE FIVE
STANS

28 DAYS • flights, tour
Escorted by Patricia Brougham
From $17,950* pp twin share



Business your way

Forget 
everything you 
think you know 
about business 
travel...
For an in-depth review of your 
Corporate Travel Management needs, 
please contact us on 1800 220 029 or 
businesstravel@pht.com.au.



Semaphore
64B Semaphore Rd
8449 7333

Stirling
15/51 Mt Barker Rd
8131 4400

Victor Harbor
Cnr Ocean & Coral St
8551 3000

Glenelg
Cnr Jetty & Brighton Rd
8350 5700

Adelaide
12 Pirie St
8113 8700

Barossa Valley
41A Murray St
8562 3411

Hyde Park
82 King William Rd
8272 2166

Gawler
1/105 Murray St
8523 0055

Modbury 
Tea Tree Plus
8122 7110

Norwood
3/89 The Parade
8366 5600

S T A Y  C O N N E C T E D  T O  H O T  D E A L S  A T  W W W . P H T . C O M . A U

*Interest free finance is applied only to promotional transactions for the specified period. Balances outstanding at the end of the promotional period will form part of the normal account balances and will accrue 

interest at the cash advance rate current at the time. See in-store for details. Monthly repayments are required and calculated at 3% of the outstanding balance or $20, whichever is higher. Lending criteria, terms 

and conditions, fees, and charges apply and are available on application. Offer available every day. Credit provided by HSBC Bank Australia Limited ABN 48 006 434 162.Australian Credit Licence 232595.

Interest free reverts to the cash advance rate. Offer available 
every day. Annual fee $79. Minimum purchase amount $500.

SET YOUR 

FREE 
with interest free* holidays


